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India’s Golden Triangle blends history, color and culture into one unforgettable journey.
Experience the Mughal grandeur of Delhi and Agra. Spot wild tigers in Ranthambore National
Park. Explore the palaces and pink-hued streets of Jaipur. Add Udaipur for a lakeside retreat
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and ornate architecture that feels cinematic. A journey to this part of the world is a great pick
for curious travelers who want a bit of everything, from iconic landmarks to hands-on cooking

classes and textile workshops.

Expect some long drives, a sensory overload of sights and sounds, as well as moments of pure
awe. Read on to find out where to stay, what to see and how to make the most of a trip to the
Golden Triangle.

Need to know

India is welcoming and wonderfully vibrant, but a little prep goes a long way. Greet locals with
a friendly “namaste,” dress modestly (especially in temples and rural areas), and always
remove your shoes before entering sacred spaces. Stay hydrated with bottled water and stick to
freshly cooked food if you have a sensitive stomach. Pharmacies are easy to find, and English is
widely spoken. Book safaris, palace visits and sought-after restaurants in advance, especially
during peak travel or wedding season. Bring a universal adapter (types C, D and M), tip around

10% at restaurants, and keep an eye on festival schedules, which can shift local hours.
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Currency: The Indian Rupee (INR) is the local currency. Credit cards are accepted at hotels,
restaurants and larger shops. Small vendors and markets are cash-based, so be sure to carry

some INR for tips and local purchases. ATMs are common in cities but rural areas can run out.

Languages: India has over 100 languages with 22 languages officially recognized. In this part
of India, you’ll mostly hear Hindi spoken but English is widely spoken in most urban centers

and tourist locations.

Airports: Most travelers enter India through major international airports like DEL in Delhi or
BOM in Mumbai. Careful coordination is essential for domestic flights between cities like
Delhi, Agra (via Delhi or Jaipur), Jaipur, Ranthambore (via Jaipur) and Udaipur, as routes aren't
always direct and flight schedules can vary. Most nonstop flights from US cities will arrive in
Delhi, including from New York City, Chicago, San Francisco and Washington, DC.

Transportation: Always book private drivers through trusted services (DMCs or hotels). It’s
affordable and ensures safety. Self-driving is not recommended due to chaotic road conditions
and complex local laws. Most sightseeing is done through private guides or small-group tours,

especially for safaris and cultural experiences.

Best time to visit: India’s a year-round destination — with a little planning. October through
March is the ideal window, with cooler temperatures and great conditions for wildlife safaris
and cultural sightseeing tours. This is also peak travel season, so make reservations in advance.
The summer months of April to June are hot and dry, bringing fewer tourists and lower hotel
rates but making early morning sightseeing the only comfortable possibility. Be aware that the

monsoon season lasts from July to September.

Ideal length of stay: Plan for at least seven nights, though 10 nights to two weeks is best to

fully experience each destination without rushing.

Signature dishes

¢ Delhi: Chaat (spicy, tangy street snacks), butter chicken (creamy, rich and iconic) and stuffed parathas
(griddled breads with savory fillings).

e Agra: Petha (sweet, translucent pumpkin candy), mughlai curries (rich, slow-cooked meats) and bedai
and aloo (spiced lentil kachori with potato curry).
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e Ranthambore: Laal maas (fiery Rajasthani mutton curry), bajra roti (rustic flatbread served with garlic
chutney) and jungle thali (local veg and non-veg specialties).

¢ Jaipur: dal baati churma (lentils, baked dough balls), ker sangri (desert bean and berry stir-fry) and
ghewar (crisp disc-shaped sweet soaked in syrup).

e Udaipur: gatte ki sabzi (chickpea dumplings in spiced yogurt), safed maas (creamy, white mutton curry)
and mirchi bada (fried chili stuffed with spiced potato).

Key phrases: Namaste (hello), shubh prabhat / sandhya (good morning / evening), alvida
(goodbye), maaf kijiye (excuse me / sorry), dhanyavaad (thank you), kripya (please) and haan /

nahin (yes / no).

What to wear: Go easy and versatile with breathable cottons and linens for daytime.
Comfortable shoes are a must for uneven surfaces in old towns and palaces. Evenings or
upscale dining call for smart-casual: flowy dresses, tunics with trousers or nice shirts with
loafers. A light shawl or scarf can come in handy for temple visits or cooler desert nights.

Remember to dress modestly wherever you go like covering shoulders and not wearing shorts.

Safari ethical practices & safety measures: National parks like Ranthambore follow strict
government protocols with designated zones and vetted guides. Private reserves may feel more
exclusive, but the same rules of ethical travel apply — choose operators who prioritize

conservation and animal welfare.

¢ Respect wildlife: Safaris in Ranthambore are about observing animals in their natural habitat, not
disturbing them. Always go with licensed operators who follow park guidelines, use trained naturalists
and keep a respectful distance from the wildlife.

¢ Ethical practices: Wear muted colors, speak softly and never attempt to feed or touch the animals. If
something crosses your path, pause and take it in — moments like that are what make safaris magical.

¢ Leave no trace: Skip the single-use plastics and pack biodegradable toiletries when possible. Most
importantly, don’t leave anything behind — the only thing you should take from the park is photos.

Accessible hotels:

¢ The Oberoi Amarvilas, Agra
¢ The Oberoi Rajvilas, Jaipur

e The Oberoi New Delhi
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¢ The Imperial New Delhi

Delhi

Delhi is a city of contrasts and energy, where ancient history meets fast-paced modern life.

Wander through majestic Mughal-era landmarks like Humayun’s Tomb and the Red Fort, then
dive into lively markets, street food and the capital’s ever-evolving culture. Here are some

standout places to stay in Delhi.

Where to stay

The Imperial New Delhi: This retreat boasts grand rooms and suites with an old world-era
design, plus garden or city views. Award-winning The Spice Route is on-site, a serene pool and

spa make this the perfect base to enjoy both comfort and adventure in the heart of the city.
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e ForaPerks include a $100 hotel credit, daily breakfast, an upgrade and extended check-in/out whenever
possible.

The Leela Palace New Delhi: A taste of royalty at this gem that combines contemporary
elegance with traditional Indian craftsmanship. Dining, cocktails and a spa make it an all-

encompassing option near India Gate and other iconic landmarks.

e ForaPerks include a $100 food & beverage credit, daily breakfast, an upgrade and extended check-in/out
whenever possible.

Image courtesy of The Oberoi Amarvilas, Agra

While the Taj Mahal is the headline act, Agra has more stories to tell. From the imposing red
sandstone Agra Fort to the hauntingly beautiful Fatehpur Sikri, this city offers a deep dive into
the Mughal world. These are some favorite places to stay in Agra.
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Where to stay

The Oberoi Amarvilas, Agra: With a view of the Taj Mahal, this hotel combines traditional
Mughal architecture with contemporary elegance. Opulent rooms, a stunning spa, landscaped

gardens and fine dining make it a memorable retreat.

Ranthambore

Image courtesy of Six Senses Fort Barwara

For those dreaming of spotting tigers in the wild, Ranthambore is your place. Safari through
landscapes dotted with ancient temples and crumbling forts, where wildlife roams freely. Here

are top picks for where to stay near the park.

Where to stay

Aman-i-Khas: A true escape into nature without giving up an ounce of comfort. On the edge
of Ranthambore National Park, this tented camp feels worlds away. Days can be spent on safari

tracking tigers, lounging by pool or unwinding with Ayurvedic spa treatments.
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* ForaPerks include a $100 hotel credit, daily breakfast, an upgrade and extended check-in/out whenever
possible.

Sujan Sher Bagh: This vintage family-run camp next to Ranthambore National Park features
hand-stitched tents and Anglo-Indian and Rajasthani cuisine under the stars. Days revolve

around twice-daily safaris, afternoons by the pool and evenings sharing stories by the fire.

e ForaPerks include a $100 hotel credit, daily breakfast, an upgrade and extended check-in/out whenever
possible.

Six Senses Fort Barwara: An hour from Ranthambore, this beautifully restored 14th-century
fort blends centuries-old heritage with the wellness-driven Six Senses spirit. Sprawling suites,

curated experiences and food sourced from their own gardens highlight every stay.

e Fora’s IHG Destined partner perks include a $100 hotel credit, daily breakfast, an upgrade and extended
check-in/out whenever possible.

Jaipur
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Image courtesy of Rambagh Palace, Jaipur

Bold, colorful and full of life, Jaipur blends royal heritage with vibrant local flair. From grand
forts and palaces to bustling bazaars and the rosy glow of the Pink City, Jaipur is a feast for the

senses. These are some great hotels to base yourself in Jaipur.

Where to stay

The Oberoi Rajvilas, Jaipur: Just outside the city center, this Rajasthani fairytale has
peacocks wandering the grounds, Mughal arches and tent-style villas with private pools.
Intuitive service, a spa inside a 300-year-old temple and the on-site astrologer make this a

unique stay.

¢ Fora Perks include a complimentary lunch or dinner, daily breakfast, an upgrade and extended check-
in/out whenever possible.

Rambagh Palace, Jaipur: Jaipur at its most regal, this was once home to the Maharaja of
Jaipur. Marble corridors, antique chandeliers and lavishly decorated rooms make it an iconic
choice to stay at.
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e ForaPerks include a complimentary lunch or dinner, daily breakfast, an upgrade and extended check-
in/out whenever possible.

Rajmahal Palace RAAS Jaipur: This former royal residence turned 13-room boutique escape
has Wes Anderson-inspired personality in its custom wallpaper, jewel tones and vintage

glamour. Manicured gardens, pool terrace and candlelit verandas add to the old-world charm.

Udaipur

o
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Image courtesy of The Oberoi Udaivilas, Udaipur

With its dreamy lakes, white marble palaces and laid-back pace, Udaipur is India’s most
romantic escape. Whether you're exploring the City Palace or boating in Lake Pichola at
sunset, here are a few places to stay that make the most of the views.

Where to stay

Taj Lake Palace: Timeless elegance on Lake Pichola, this iconic 18th-century palace blends
royal grandeur and modern luxury. Rooms offer sweeping lake or city views, intimate dining
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experiences are by the water and unique experiences make it a peaceful haven to retreat to.
¢ Fora Perks include a complimentary lunch or dinner, daily breakfast, an upgrade and extended check-

in/out whenever possible.

The Oberoi Udaivilas, Udaipur: This high-end sanctuary blends opulence with the
tranquility of Lake Pichola. Set within 30 acres of gardens, the hotel’s Mughal-inspired

architecture, courtyards and pools exude elegance surrounded by nature.

¢ ForaPerks include a complimentary lunch or dinner, daily breakfast, an upgrade and extended check-

in/out whenever possible.

History and culture

India’s Golden Triangle offers a vivid look into the country’s layered history. Ancient kingdoms,

imperial dynasties and deep-rooted traditions still shape everyday life.
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In Delhi, the timeline stretches from the crumbling walls of the 12th-century Qutub Minar
complex to the British colonial-era boulevards that symbolize modern India.

Agra, once the seat of the mighty Mughal Empire, is home to the iconic Taj Mahal. This
architectural wonder built by Emperor Shah Jahan as a tribute to his wife Mumtaz reflects the
empire’s Persian aesthetics and Islamic artistry.

Jaipur, known as the Pink City, was designed in the 18th century by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh
IT, who was as much a warrior as he was a scholar and astrologer. His legacy lives on in the
Jantar Mantar observatory and the opulent City Palace complex.

In Udaipur, shimmering lakes and marble palaces tell the story of the Mewar dynasty, one of
India’s oldest royal lineages known for fierce independence and resistance to outside rule.

You'll find evening prayers at lakeside temples that continue centuries-old rituals.

Ranthambore was once a private hunting ground for royalty but is now a protected national
park. Tigers roam amid ancient ruins, like the 10th-century UNESCO Ranthambore Fort and
temples that hold deep spiritual significance for locals who still visit.

Across the region, festivals, wedding processions, fire rituals and temple offerings are
traditions of daily life. Travelers drawn to this part of India find not just monuments, but the

heart of a culture that holds history close and wears it proudly.

Cultural Celebrations & Events

e Makar Sankranti / Pongal (January): This harvest celebration starts the year with blessings but takes
on different forms across India — there’s vibrant kite-flying over Ahmedabad’s rooftops, sweet rice
dishes and sugarcane offerings in Tamil Nadu, or ritual river dips in the north.

¢ Holi (March): India’s most joyful mess, Holi transforms cities like Jaipur, Varanasi and Delhi into
technicolor playgrounds. Expect powdered pigments, music in the streets and water fights that blur all
boundaries — it's unforgettable and totally worth the cleanup.

e Eid al-Fitr (April / May, dates vary): Celebrated at the close of Ramadan, Eid is a feast for the senses —
simmering biryani, fresh sweets and festive markets shine in cities like Delhi, Hyderabad and Lucknow.
It’s a beautiful time to witness the joy of togetherness and tradition.

e Raksha Bandhan & Janmashtami (August): August brings two beloved traditions — sibling love
sealed with sweets and colorful bracelets for Raksha Bandhan and Krishna’s birthday, celebrated with
flower-strewn temples, late-night dancing and lively reenactments in places like Mathura and Vrindavan.
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e Diwali (October / November): The festival of lights glows across India with fireworks, sparkling oil
lamps and sweet treats. Jaipur’s bazaars twinkle brightest, while Udaipur lights up its lakes in
showstopping style.

e New Year’s Eve (December 31): Whether you’re toasting from a palace rooftop in Udaipur, dancing on a
beach in Goa or watching fireworks light up Delhi’s skyline, India knows how to end the year in style.

Iconic landmarks and immersive cultural experiences, the Golden Triangle captures India’s
history and spirit. Here’s a curated list of what to see and do across Delhi, Agra, Jaipur,
Udaipur and Ranthambore.

Delhi

¢ Old Delhi: Wander the winding lanes of Old Delhi, filled with rickshaws, spice sacks and street food
stalls. Don’t miss Khari Baoli, Asia’s oldest spice market.

* Humayun’s Tomb: Step inside Humayun’s Tomb, a peaceful 16th-century garden mausoleum blending
Persian symmetry with Mughal grandeur that laid the blueprint for the Taj Mahal.
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Indian weddings: Dive into India’s wedding traditions with a behind-the-scenes Great Indian Wedding
tour. From ornate outfits to a joyful Bollywood dance workshop, it’s part culture lesson, part celebration.

Qutub Minar: Gaze up at Qutub Minar, a 73-meter stone tower etched with centuries of Indo-Islamic
history. It’s striking from a distance but even more impressive up close.

Lodhi Art District: Take a stroll through the Lodhi Art District, where quiet residential streets are
transformed by bold street murals, turning the neighborhood into Delhi’s most unexpected art walk.

Afternoon tea: Pause for high tea at Haveli Dharampura, a lovingly restored 19th-century mansion
where you can sip chai in a courtyard and end the day with a kite-flying session on the roof.

Gandhi Smriti: Reflect at Gandhi Smriti, the place where Mahatma Gandhi spent his final days. The
museum offers a moving, thoughtful glimpse into his life, philosophy and enduring impact.

Agra

Taj Mahal: Catch the sunrise at the Taj Mahal, when its marble shifts from soft pink to glowing gold.
Built by Emperor Shah Jahan for his beloved Mumtaz, this world wonder is even more breathtaking at
sunrise.

Mehtab Bagh: Head to Mehtab Bagh across the Yamuna River for a postcard-perfect sunset view of the
Taj. This quiet garden is ideal for soaking in the symmetry and snapping the kind of photo you'll want to
frame.

Agra Fort: Walk the ramparts of Agra Fort, a red sandstone stronghold packed with palaces, courtyards
and history. It’'s where Mughal emperors like Akbar and Shah Jahan shaped the course of India’s past.

Old city: Wander through Old Agra’s tangled streets, past the colonial-style Agra Fort Railway Station and
into the vibrant Jama Masjid district.

Bazaars and markets: Dip into the local bazaars for handcrafted souvenirs like zardozi embroidery,
intricate marble inlay and colorful textiles. Bring your bargaining game and a little patience, it’s half the
fun.

Ranthambore

Safari: Head out on a private jeep safari through Ranthambore National Park. Ancient fort ruins rise from
the jungle and you can spot a Royal Bengal tiger. Keep your eyes peeled for leopards, sloth bears, langurs
and herds of spotted deer along the way.

Spa: Sink into serenity at the Aman Spa Tents, where traditional healing meets barefoot luxury. Ayurvedic
massages, Reiki sessions and herbal baths unfold beneath canvas ceilings and birdsong.

Banyan trees: Deep in the park, pause beneath one of India’s largest banyan trees, a sprawling natural
wonder that feels as sacred as any temple.
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e Al-fresco dinner: Cap the day with a fireside feast under the stars, where sizzling Rajasthani specialties
and the hum of the wild make for an unforgettable evening.

¢ Bike ride: Near Six Senses Fort Barwara, hop on an e-bike for a gentle ride through nearby villages. Along
the way, meet potters, farmers and local artisans.

Jaipur

¢ Chauth Mata Temple: Start your morning with a climb up 700 stone steps that lead to the Chauth Mata
Temple for sunrise views and a peaceful hilltop shrine steeped in legend. Afterwards, a guided village
walk offers a glimpse into local traditions and everyday life.

¢ Gyan Museum: Step inside the Gyan Museum, a hidden gem where rare jewelry, textiles, manuscripts
and ceremonial treasures are on display. Stay for a quiet lunch at the museum’s café.

e Narain Niwas Palace: Head to the Narain Niwas Palace complex, where Jaipur’s most stylish boutiques
mix traditional craftsmanship with contemporary design for curated souvenirs and statement pieces.

¢ Block printing: In the heart of the Old City, roll up your sleeves for a hands-on block printing workshop.
You’ll carve, stamp and print your own design while learning about one of Jaipur’s most beloved art
forms.

¢ Rickshawride: See Jaipur’s old city on a women-led e-rickshaw, part of a social enterprise that offers
charming, eco-conscious tours through vibrant markets, historic sites and hidden corners of the Pink

City.
¢ City Palace: Step into the City Palace, where Jaipur’s royal legacy lives on. Wander through airy
courtyards, ornate apartments and galleries that trace the city’s regal past.

¢ Floral-themed tour: Join a floral-themed city walk that begins in a bustling flower market and ends with
ahands-on workshop — turning temple flower waste into colorful sweets and natural dyes.

* Architecture: Even if you're not staying there, stop by Rajmahal Palace RAAS to admire its pastel Art
Deco interiors, then head to the opulent Rambagh Palace for lunch and a taste of royal Rajasthan.

Udaipur
¢ City Palace: Stroll through the sprawling City Palace, a complex of courtyards, balconies and carved

marble.

¢ Lake Pichola: Drift across Lake Pichola on a private boat ride for views of the City Palace and Jag Mandir,
or simply enjoy the sunset from on the water.

* Old city: Get lost in the winding lanes of Udaipur’s old city, where local markets brim with hand-printed
textiles, colorful crafts and traditional Rajasthani finds.

* Bagore Ki Haveli: Step into Bagore Ki Haveli, a beautifully restored waterfront mansion with galleries of
royal costumes, folk art and everyday life from centuries past.
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e Sajjangarh Monsoon Palace: Head up to Sajjangarh Monsoon Palace for panoramic views over
Udaipur’s lakes and hills, best visited at golden hour.

Add-on destinatio
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Adding on to your visit to the Golden Triangle gives you a deeper understanding of India. After

exploring the forts, palaces and buzzing streets of Delhi, Agra and Jaipur, these places offer
something completely different. Each destination brings its own rhythm and vibe, rounding

out a trip to India.

Dharamshala & the Himalayas (1.5-hour flight from Delhi): A peaceful mountain getaway
steeped in Tibetan culture. Visit the Dalai Lama’s temple, explore hilltop monasteries, or opt

for a luxury village-to-village trek with Shakti Kumaon in the remote Himalayan foothills.

Mumbai (2-hour flight from Udaipur or Delhi): India’s most electric metropolis, where
colonial-era buildings share the skyline with contemporary design. Expect art deco gems,

rooftop cocktails, Bollywood flair and a street food scene that rivals any in the world.
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Kerala (2.5 hr flight from Delhi): Known as “God’s Own Country,” Kerala is pure serenity.
Cruise the palm-lined backwaters on a houseboat, unwind with an Ayurvedic massage, explore

spice plantations or hike in the tea-scented highlands of Munnar.

Bengaluru (2.5-hour flight from Delhi): India’s tech hub with a laid-back soul. Tree-filled
neighborhoods, stylish cafés and top-tier hotels make it a smart stop for both business and

leisure travelers.

Varanasi (1.5 hr flight from Delhi): One of the world’s oldest living cities, Varanasi is a
moving experience — where life and ritual unfold along the Ganges through flame-lit aartis,

morning boat rides and centuries-old temples.

If not India...

Vibrant cities, ancient traditions, stunning nature and soul-stirring experiences. If you want to
try something a little different from India, these destinations deliver a similar energy, but each

with its own twist:
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Thailand: From golden temples and buzzing markets to island beaches and flavorful street
food, Thailand blends culture and coastal escape with ease. Bangkok and Chiang Mai are

perfect launching points to the highlands or the islands.

Sri Lanka: Mist-covered tea hills, coastal charm and sacred sites, Sri Lanka offers a gentler

pace and rich heritage. Think ancient ruins by day, beachside curry by night.

Indonesia: Island-hop between jungle-cloaked volcanoes and coral reefs, or dive into Balinese

ceremonies and local crafts. Indonesia’s beauty and spirituality run deep.

Brazil: Big on rhythm, color and natural wonders, Brazil offers rainforest adventures, beach
days and carnival spirit. Cities like Rio bring the energy, while the Amazon offers an epic

escape.

Nepal: For peaceful trails and spiritual moments, Nepal delivers. Trek through Himalayan

villages, visit centuries-old stupas and enjoy a slower, more meditative vibe.

Get in touch with Gregory

Reach out for travel inspiration, hotel bookings or customized itineraries.

*Email Address

*First Name

*Last Name
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Please provide some details about your trip.

You can expect a response from Gregory within 1-2 business days. You’ll also be subscribed to our traveler newsletter (you can

unsubscribe at any time).
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